EXTREMES MEET

centres of intelligence about people who by the mere
fact of such enquiries being made would automatically
become suspects and be chained for the rest of the war
to a note of interrogation. These enquiry agents were
by this date as familiar to the local secret police as the
local secret police were familiar to them. Nevertheless,
in the course of the day they contrived to amass a large
amount of information, the value of which by this date
Waterlow was able to gauge easily enough. When he
first came here from London he was confused by a blizzard
of extravagant rumours and fantastic inventions. He was
snowed under by innumerable scraps of paper, every one
of which appeared of equal importance. Experience,
however, is the stomach of the mind. It does more than
teach. It performs. Within a few months Waterlow
was able to judge almost it might seem by the feel of the
paper what to absorb and what to reject, and with the
passage of time this catalysis worked more and more
accurately, more and more mechanically. A prudent
man at the end of his life will have decided that most
men are liars: a year's experience of the secret service
will teach the most imprudent that all men are liars.
And that in many moods might be held the beginning
and the end of its utility.

Number Ten was the first house that Waterlow had
rented, and during the early days of the Bureau he had
lived in it himself. Then the bugs woke up from their
winter armistice and drove him out to seek his own sleep
elsewhere. Number Ten required somebody with a
tougher skin than his to withstand the activity of its
creeping nocturnal life. He had taken it as a furnished
house ; but furniture in the Mediterranean does not
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